Moore than meets the eye





By Anna-Kaye Forsyth
Up close and personal with artist, Richard Moore.

Looking at Richard Moore’s painting of a Pukeko from a distance, one could easily get the feeling that they are looking at a photograph.  Closer inspection would reveal even more detail than meets the eye, with intricate textured brush strokes accentuating the movement of the long grass, giving the impression of a light breeze.  It is this stunning attention to detail, combined with a technical mastery for realism that has delighted the art world in New Zealand for almost 30 years. 


As a teenager, Richard embarked on a career as a professional artist earlier than most (he was fifteen years old).  Inspired by wildlife artists such as Elaine Power, he has gone on to develop an impressive CV that reflects his versatility, both in medium and style.  If labels were required he would be a painter, sculptor, illustrator and designer.  Although his styles can vary, realistic, highly detailed paintings are often his vehicle of choice.  In the past he has painted with gouache, watercolors and oils, but discovered that acrylics were best suited for his fundamentally detailed work.  In the future he would like to try his hand at more impressionist, “moody” styles.  But it his “stunning realism” that has proved popular, after word began to spread. 

Included in his list of achievements are numerous commissions for high profile organizations such as Television New Zealand and Fletcher Challenge, with other works also appearing on the living channel on Sky Television.  Many of Richard’s works reflecting New Zealand bush and wildlife scenes can also be found in private collections and galleries worldwide.  Over the years, he has been sought after and commissioned to create everything from greeting cards to prominent city sculptures, such as a dolphin for the Beautifying Society in KeriKeri and a sculpture that has proved a hit with students and staff at KeriKeri primary school where it is situated.  Featuring a gannet and a marlin, the sculpture reflects Richard’s passion for nature and wildlife.  


It is this passion for wildlife that continues to be the subject and focus of much of his work, and which he hopes will encourage others to learn more about their natural surroundings.  His CV also includes time spent as the president of the reptile society, looking out for the welfare of creatures that might otherwise be neglected.  


Despite these duties and other side projects over the years, Richard has continued to produce artwork prolifically.  His career has evolved organically, mainly through word of mouth thus far with day timer schedules being relinquished for the life of a freelance artist.  What about a five-year plan? A more permanent home for his work, his own gallery space perhaps.  A welcoming place, where people can get a welcome taste of the work that may otherwise be hidden from view, making his work accessible to a wider audience. 

In a country the size of New Zealand, it can often prove difficult to make a living as a self-taught artist but Richard has defied any norms by combining his natural talent with versatility across his craft.  It was after moving to KeriKeri from Auckland that he discovered a demand for him to teach basic painting and drawing classes.   He was encouraged to start teaching after volunteering at a local school who recognized a need.  Within 3 weeks he had over 120 students, 80 of them through private groups and the others from a private school.  He has since taught over 2000 students to draw and to paint in both New Zealand and Australia.  

Currently teaching in Auckland and Northland, classes are still underway, but have taken a back seat to enable him to focus on his own output.  A recent move in 2006 to Maungaturoto has allowed him the time and environment to concentrate on his paintings and sculpture again for the New Zealand Market.


If his past success is anything to go by, we can look forward to a lot more visual delights from an artist who doesn’t look like slowing down any time soon. 
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